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Message from Jessie’s Daddy: WHY WE EXIST...

welcome To The Jessie rees FounDaTion. “Because you are reading this, 
it’s obvious to us that you are a caring and compassionate individual; and we are so 
grateful for your interest in learning how you can help us support and encourage kids 
and families affected by childhood cancer”.

During Jessie’s ten-month fight with two brain tumors, she personally stuffed and sent 
over 3,000 of her fun-filled JoyJars to other courageous kids in over 21 states.  Jessie 
had one wish- “Please help encourage every child fighting cancer to never ever give 
up”.  In honoring her dream, the Jessie Rees Foundation now exists to ensure kids 
and families have the support and resources they need to negu through their difficult 
journeys in fighting cancer.

At the start of 2014, thanks to the amazing support of people like you, the Jessie Rees 
Foundation has been able to stuff and send over 80,000 JoyJars to courageous kids 
in 260 children’s hospitals, 175 Ronald McDonald Houses and over 10,000 homes.  
In addition, our amazing network of support has helped us reach kids fighting cancer 
in 18 countries.  Each JoyJar represents a smile on a child’s face and the start of a 
relationship that we commit to supporting through all of our programs.

While we humbly celebrate the progress we have made, we can’t stop.  According 
to the St. Baldrick’s Foundation, a childhood cancer research funding charity, over 
175,000 children around the world are diagnosed with cancer each year.  Each child 
has a name and a story and each child deserves our support so that they have the 

strength and resources they need to never ever give up.

While finding cures and advocating for political change is 
important to us, our main focus is to provide supportive 
“care” to kids, just like Jessie did.  It was her desire to help 

others that started this global movement of compassion, 
and it is what fuels us each day to reach more kids with her 
motto negu.  

I truly hope you decide to join this movement and help 
us spread hope, joy and love to kids and families that 
feel lonely, limited and labeled due to the constraints 
of cancer.  I’m confident that you will find great ways 
within this opportunity guide to get involved and support 
Jessie’s wish of encouraging every child fighting cancer to 
never ever give up.

We truly are better together!      

             NEGU,

Encouraging Kids to Never Ever Give Up: Joy Jars, NEGU PowerPacks, and 

“I’m a NEGU Kid T-shirts” are a few of the ways we help encourage kids.  We 

also offer NEGU Room Makeovers for their rooms at home (currently available 

to local children), and one-of-a-kind sports adventures that provide a unique, 

special experience to inspire these courageous kids to NEVER EVER GIVE UP.

Assisting Families to Never Ever Give Up: This crucial program is designed 

to offer a “support network” for families fighting along side their courageous 

child! The network includes over 1,000 service providers across the US.

Rallying Communities to help kids Never Ever Give Up:  Watching a friend 

struggle with cancer can leave extended family, friends, and even communities 

feeling helpless. 

Our community programs allow friends to come alongside the family with 

resources like school JoyDrives and Joy Mobbing! It is all about making sure 

kids and families know they are loved and supported during their fight

Mobilizing All-Stars to help kids Never Ever Give Up: This program is an 

awesome inspiration to the kids as our network of olympic and professional 

athletes, as well as some celebrities, make visits and share their time with the 

kids to encourage them to NEGU!

Inspiring the World to help kids Never Ever Give Up:  This advocacy 

program focuses on creating global awareness about the impact childhood 

cancers have on kids and their families.

Jessie had one wish…”Please help encourage every child fighting cancer to Never 
Ever Give Up.”  Her wish is the sole mission of her foundation and everything it 
stands for.  Jessie simply cared for other kids fighting so we, too will care until there 
is a cure.  

Our five core programs ensure we stay focused on Jessie’s wish and enable us to 
provide support at all stages of treatment. 



our 
inspiration



I’m a NEGU Kid 
T-Shirts 

Resources Designed to Encour age Kids to Never Ever Give Up!

each chilD who is TolD TheY have cancer is exTremelY 
courageous in our eYes! We do everything we can to make sure they 
never feel alone in their fight.  The following are some of our core resources
available to each one of these courageous kids, all designed to encourage them to 
never ever give up:

To ensure the courageous kid in your life receives these 
and other great resources, please visit 
www.negu.org.

You can also call us directly at 888-648-6348 or 
email Diana Hughes, our JoyFactory Coordinator, at 
JoYJars@Jessie.org to learn more.

JoyJars  
A 64oz fun-filled jar full of new games, toys and 
activities for courageous girls and boys between 
the ages of one to eighteen years. 

Birthday JoyJars
A special 64oz fun-filled jar customized with 

wonderful items to bring an extra boost of joy 
to a courageous kid on his or her special day.

Holiday JoyJars  
A seasonal 64oz jar filled with great items 
to celebrate the holidays and help bring 
joy to each courageous kid during this 
special time of the year.

NEGU Power Packs 
One-of-a-kind spirit packs equipped with 
lots of NEGU flare to help empower 
courageous kids to Never Ever Give Up.  
Each NEGU Power Pack includes specially-
designed items that turn any hospital 
room or bedroom into a positive place of 
hope and strength.

Cool and colorful t-shirts 
designed to  help any 
courageous kid feel 
encouraged to 
Never Ever Give Up!



Resources Designed to Encourage  Families to Never Ever Give Up!

erik & sTaceY rees know FirsT-hanD what it feels like to be told your child 
has cancer, to search for treatments around the world, watch bills pile up, try to 
manage your other kids, keep your job going, pray for a miracle, try new foods, sit at 
chemo, wait for radiation to be completed, attend MRIs; the list goes on.  

From Their own painFul experiences wiTh Jessie, they have committed 
to securing resources to help other families in the fight. If you are a courageous 
family, please know the Jessie Rees Foundation is here for you.  You are not alone! 
The following are some of the ways we support families:

To ensure your courageous family receives these 
and other great resources, please visit 
www.negu.org. 

You can also call us directly at 888-648-6348 or 
email Jana Perry, our Family Resource Coordinator, 
at Jana@Jessie.org to learn more.

FAMILY SUPPORT 
NETWORK 
An online network of over 1,000 service 
providers dedicated to supporting 
courageous families.  

NEGU Kids of 
the Week

A special online dedication to your child to 
encourage them to Never Ever Give Up!

Blessing Boxes 
for Siblings 
A fun-filled box of toys, games and other 
activities designed to ensure your other 
children feel loved and encouraged.   

Memory Canvases 
A special 3x3 canvas for families 
who have children with Jessie.  This 
personalized design allows families the 
opportunity to select several words that 
best represent their courageous child. 

Sports Adventures  
Special customized adventures for 
courageous kids to meet professional 
athletes and attend sporting events. 

Special Sketches
An amazing one-of-a-kind hand drawn sketch 

of your child framed for your family.



Rallying Commmunities, Cor porations and Hospitals 
  to Help Encourage Kids  to Never Ever Give Up 

From Jessie’s own experience, we know first-hand that courageous kids
need to feel supported and encouraged.  Our efforts of reaching so many kids would 
not be possible without the support of our corporate and community supporters along 
with the children’s hospitals we serve.

Below are some of the ways we team with businesses, community groups, and children’s 
hospitals across the country to help bring joy and support to kids fighting cancer.

community engagement

     

JoyDrives:: A special volunteer-
hosted event, dedicated to 
raising awareness for childhood 
cancers and an opportunity for 
others to help collect toys for 
JoyJars.  JoyDrives are great for 
schools, churches, clubs and other 
community groups.

     

courageous cupcakes::  
Bake and sell special cupcakes to 
raise funds to help courageous 
kids fight cancer. 

   
  

Teamnegu clubs:: An 
opportunity for students  to join 
together to raise awareness for 
childhood cancers in their own 
communities while helping to 
build resources to support their 
courageous peers.  TeamNEGU 
Clubs are great for jr. high, high 
school and college students.

To learn more about ways your 
community can help encourage kids 
fighting cancer to Never Ever Give Up, 
please visit us at: www.negu.org.

You can also call us directly at 
888-648-6348 or email Tina Jensen, 
our Office Manager, at 
Tina@Jessie.org to learn more.

children’s hospitals

     

Joypacks:: A variety pack of 20 
fun-filled JoyJars sent to hospitals 
to be delivered to courageous 
oncology kids in your care.  

     

JoyJars for caregivers:: 
Special JoyJars sent to oncology 
nurses and Child Life Specialists 
to thank them for their dedication 
to caring for kids.

    

 

special connections::  We 
bring members of our TeamNEGU 
All-Stars (olympic and professional 
athletes) to encourage the 
courageous kids on your 
oncology floor to Never Ever Give 
Up.  During these special visits, 
TeamNEGU All-Stars will deliver 
JoyJars, NEGU Power Packs and 
other encouraging resources. 

     

negu gear:: Bracelets and 
lanyards available to every 
member of your oncology team, 
designed to encourage them to 
Never Ever Give Up!

To learn more about these great 
resources or to request these items for 
your hospital, please visit 
www.negu.org. 

You can also call us directly at 
888-648-6348 or email Cheryl 
Ingraham, our Children’s Hospital 
Coordinator, cherYl@Jessie.org 
to learn more.

compassionate corporations

     

sponsor Joy:: Help advance 
Jessie’s wish by making a charitable 
contribution to her foundation. From 
$1,000 to $100,000, your contribution 
will go directly to helping kids & 
families be encouraged to Never Ever 
Give Up. 

     

support Joy:: Host an exciting 
JoyDrive at your workplace to collect 
toys for Jessie’s JoyJars.  By hosting 
a JoyDrive with an emphasis on 
compassion and service, your employees 
will have the opportunity to engage and 
work together towards a goal. This goal 
will give the opportunity to put smiles on 
hundreds of little faces.

      

stuff Joy:: Host a private JoyStuffing 
event for your employees to make our 
special mini-JoyJars for kids staying 
in Ronald McDonald Houses during 
their treatment.  These customized 
events are fun and engaging which 
will help your employees feel they are 
truly making a difference in the lives 
of children fighting cancer and life 
threatening illnesses.

To learn more about these and other great 
ways your business can help encourage kids 
fighting cancer to Never Ever Give Up visit 
us at: www.negu.org.

You can also call us directly at 
888-648-6348 or email Erik Rees, our 
Chariman and CEO, at 
erik@Jessie.org to learn more.



Mobilizing All-Stars to Help Enco urage Kids to Never Ever Give Up!

we are so honoreD To have The supporT oF proFessional aThleTes, 
olYmpians, musicians anD celebriTies. These wonderful “All-Stars” help us 
encourage kids across the country to Never Ever Give Up, just like Jessie wanted!

each member oF our all-sTar Team uses Their inDiviDual plaTForm To:

 Share our mission monthly via their social media channels.

  Support courageous kids by attending two or more children’s hospital special 
connection visits each year.  In addition, All-Stars help us create NEGU Sports 
Adventures through their professional connections. 

 Help us secure special items for approved fundraisers.

If you are an athlete, musician, or celebrity desiring to help encourage children fighting 
cancer to never ever give up, please join our growing All-Star team. 

current all-star Team members: 
FooTball:
Clay Matthews
DeMarco Murray
Matt Leinart 
Aaron Smith
Carson Palmer
Jordan Palmer
Lynell Hamilton
Rashad Jennings
Ryan Lindley
Zach Nash
Kyle Negrete 
Chad Henne
Dennis Gile
Coach Jim Mora
Coach Chuck Pagano

swimming:
Kaitlin Sandeno
Emily Silver
Kara Lynn Joyce
Rebecca Soni

Lenny Krayzelburg
Jessica Hardy
Tyler Clary
Matt McLean
Jason Lezak
Diana Munz
Ashley Tappin
Charlie Houchin
Cortney Jordan 
(paralympian)
Gary Hall Jr
Janet Evans
Dominik Meichtry
Ashley Twichell 
Chloe Sutton

baseball:
Nick Punto
Skip Schumaker
LaTroy Hawkins
Ricky Oropesa
Chad Smith

mixeD marTial arTs:
Mark Munoz
Jake Ellenberger
Joe Ellenberger 
Myles Jury

lacrosse:
Brendan Porter

surFing:
Josh Moniz
Seth Moniz
Kelia Moniz

gYmnasTics:
Samantha Peszek
Elyse Hopfner-Hibbs
Logan Dooley (trampoline)

singer:
Sharif Iman

To learn more about becoming a TeamNEGU All-
Star, please visit www.negu.org.  
You can also call us at 888-648-6348 or email 
Kaitlin Sandeno, our National Spokesperson, at 
kaiTlin@Jessie.org. 



Inspiring the World to Help Enc ourage Kids to Never Ever Give Up

volunteer 
Sign-up to join TeamNEGU and help us spread hope, joy 
and love to kids battling cancer. TeamNEGU Members, 
can host JoyDrives, hold fundraisers, start high school 
clubs, walk in honor of TeamNEGU at local charity walks, 
contact their local children’s hospitals to see if they would 
like JoyJars and much more.

To learn more and sign up please visit: 
www.negu.org/volunTeer

Donate 
There are many ways to donate to the Jessie Rees 
Foundation. One great way is by making an online 
donation. A simple investment of $20 ensures a child 
gets one of Jessie’s JoyJars. $100 sends a child a NEGU 
PowerPack. $200 sends a family a special memory canvas 
if their loved one is with Jessie. You can also make in-kind 
donations to support Jessie’s mission.

Please donate at 
www.negu.org/DonaTe

sponsor 
The Jessie Rees Foundation is honored to have the 
support of global, national and local corporations that 
help us spread more hope, joy, and love to courageous 
kids around the world. Your company could sponsor 
JoyJars, events and other resources. 

To learn more, email:
erik rees aT erik@Jessie.org

 
Join 
Become a member of the JoySquad and sponsor a child 
a month for only $20.  This is a great way to help spread 
hope, joy, and love to children fighting cancer around 
the world.  Each JoySquad member will receive their own 
JoyPack that includes a limited edition JoySquad t-shirt, 
key chain, and six mini JoyJars to give boosts of joy to 
people in need. 

Sign-up today at:
www.JoYsquaD.org

promote 
Please use email, Facebook, Twitter and other 
social media channels to spread Jessie’s NEGU 
message to your friends, family, and community.

  Facebook:: www.facebook.com/
JessieReesFoundation

 TwiTTer:: @TeamNEGU

 insTagram:: jessiereesfoundation

 YouTube:: www.youtube.com/negujess
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45 great ways to support us



Jessie Rees 
Foundation
Never ever give up

  Facebook:: www.facebook.com/
JessieReesFoundation

 TwiTTer:: @TeamNEGU

 insTagram:: jessiereesfoundation

 YouTube:: www.youtube.com/negujess

 DonaTe:: www.negu.org/donate

 online:: www.negu.org

 mail:: PO Box 80667, RSM, CA  92688-0667

  oFFice:: 9451 Toledo, Irvine, CA  92618  
(no mail service)

 Toll Free:: 888-648-NEGU (6348)




